
 

 THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME Affordable Housing Awareness  

Lack of affordable housing creates challenges for individuals and the community.  These issues are 
outlined below and will be a reference point as you work with each lesson plan.  Many stakeholders 
continue to work on solutions, but educating students – future leaders – about this social issue is critical to 
our economic sustainability.   

I. Moving further from jobs to find affordable housing 
Individuals issues 
 Long commute 

• Reduced time with family 
• Stuck in traffic congestion 
• Increased fuel costs 

Community issues 
 Decreased job satisfaction/service 
 Relocate to jobs closer to one's home 
 Increased demands and costs for public transportation and infrastructure 
 Individuals spend more of their income on housing and less in community – economic impact 

 

II. Moving out of area/state to find affordable housing 
Individuals issues 
 Leave excellent Metro area schools 
 Burden of moving/finding new job 
Community issues 
 Shortage of labor force for expanding job market 
 Lost revenue 
 Loss of invaluable community members 

 

III. Gain additional income or a roommate to afford housing 
Individuals issues 
 Lack of education limits income 
 Reduced or no time with family 
 Mental and physical burden 
 Stress of additional people living together 
Community issues 
 Increased cost of temporary shelters and public services for homeless  
 Overcrowding in neighborhoods as multiple households share housing 
 Traffic congestion as workers commute long distances to job centers. 

 
Special Thanks to the Northern Virginia Housing Alliance for allowing use and an adaptation of their Lesson Plans 

 “There Is No Place Like Home.” 
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